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! - ynedy and his top advisers carly§ was taken, .the “cotip bloc” | known as a more “pragmatic”
;. tin 1963 and was pushed bY.i won out—it was voted, that | 2PProach..
" {the. American ambassador to [

' ," , THE REASON was not (o Tt s . uﬁc]qar. whether the

.- igeneral and dedicated anti~i chosen or whether they prof-
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“Afgenting, and Richard Helms,

scoso Argued + - {then a CIA official and now

N For Ai;éi)alo o ‘its director. S
g They ddded that. thiéfﬁnt". ACCORDING to the infors
‘ of vicw was Opposcd by Teo- matlon,' Pl‘eSIde nt Kennedy

Top sources f{rom the Ken- I ' |
doro Moscosb, then administra-- Was himself unsure about. the

|

i

!

| nedy adminstration have . re- ’ . '

f vealed that the United Nations.! or of the Alliance for Progress. ;' Y'digoras - overthrow, but

i“instigated  and " supported the | Moscoso. argued that Arevalo,? e\'enlually‘ gchcq on a simple
i 1963 coup by the Guatcmalan"-whoj was -a member of the “Votc. of his advisers. ‘There. is
‘! military to’ overthrow the con- ! democratic left and had pushed also.sqmc cvxfic_zncc that ]o_wcr.-.
’ stitutionally clecicd President " reforms during his administra- ;"vile_v_c CIA pfﬂcna’ls. who appre-
;*Migucl Ydigoras-Fuentes. " !tion,. was no further to the™ ciated .\.(dlg(?ras help in ”}0
I In view of the crucial fight' eft than ‘ex-President Romulo | Cuban invasion, were not in
lstill going on to cstablish a ,Betancourt of Venezuela or ex- ! agreement with thé'decision.

¢ stable, democratic government iGov. Luis° Munoz Marin of; The Ydigoras coup came at

i in Guatemala and in .view of “Pyerto Rico. - ¥ l ah tim}r:é A'thcrl‘ the 1'b.ri-lliance of
the. Kennedy admingte

the original concept of the | . o st
Allianccg for- Progrgss to cn- | - MOSCOSO, ' these sources| o v concern over - pushing
‘coutage democracy in Latin {said, argued that these men | goniocracy in Latin American
"Amecrica, the information [Showed how, once.in- office, |y -dimming. The *failure’ of
‘ ' ‘o |mizn. of the non-Communiat :
new chapter in - . . i
.. . jleft"developed ‘reform-minded,
According to these sources, I{"’?S,"’,SS‘.VS adTTI;%rmll-foota’ ;23 on ‘military regimes against
‘Who must remain anonymous, e pomt% ou df"r’ esidont}COMMuUnNism, ignited the
. }the decision to overthraw, ibecome a.vorne.s.,'p. liresident | )

| Ydigoras was made at a micel- [Kennedy. "'

a7

{ing of President John F. Ken- | ~However, when the vote | being. formed that came to be
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the concomitant’ new reliance:

1

Ydigoras should be over-jf. IN PART, the Guatemalan
' " fcoup led directly to today's
.problems. in this most troubled
country in Latin America. This
{is becausc it was followed by

L‘G,uatcmala, Joha O. Bell, ~ ~ .

| thrown,

-t depose Ydigoras, a flamboyant! Peralta family -was .then

"} Communist who gave Guate-! fered their services, But ‘Col. -3 military dictatorship whose’

C

* iwyas a Communist and that his: Martin, theén assistant secretary

jmalan land for training-exiles |'Enrique Peralta. Azurdia, Ydi- unpopularity helped a Castroite

'for the 1961 Cuban invasion.|goras’ dcfeuse minister, and..guerrilla movement to flourish,
+The purposc was to, prevent his son then led the revolt that ' The Peralta military regime.
swhat was considered to be an:¢ulminated in the overthrow on' allowed clections 10 be held”
imminent presidential victory { March' 31, 1963, _ - Jast’ March, and the middle-
" by Juan Jose Arevalo. % In President Kennedy's road government. of 'President
i council, the men who pushed jJulio Cesar Mendez Montene-

'the coup were Bell, who"had :gro came into power. But the

' » *
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: ; : ‘ is i i=-ling desperately to straddle
, Bell argucd vehémeatly  many. years ‘and is now poli-|ing d :
.:}?ﬁ’ :&i},alﬁé,guwho -had bch .tical adviser to a U.S, military two extremes. : s
'president from. 1944 to 1950, /unit” in ¢ .On the right arc some: with
1

‘Florida; Edwin M, [
in
cconomic groups who sce 'any

at| of 'statc for inter-American af- }
.changg " as,. communistic,, ; On

i  state fo ‘
Fall costs.” _Lfairs and, now ambassador to
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election must be prevented
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the Bay of Pigs invasion, and!

{change. The new policy ‘was !

| cal bond betwecn men. He . -

At thc meeting, the sources been a top AID official for 1 Mendez government s still try-,"]
: ' 1leftist admipistration of ' Col, !

the military and’the}’
L
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Mhe Teft are the rapidly grow-' .

ting Castroilec Rebel Armed’ -
:Forces (FAR), made up ofi °
IMar-xisLs and young democrats!
' who belicve there is no longer?
[ any democratic way- to bring

19
social change to the country,

. U.S. Diplomacy:
1Send in the CIA4
. "’-Ww..
, The Story of American~dis+,
J-plomacy in,Guatemal_a, which 4
;has _played a-major role ins
1 Shaping present cvents, has
) been a story of continuous jns.
ervention, especially by the '}
' Central Intelligence Agency. i |-
.. The problems started after)]
Guatemala's 1944 " -revoiution
-against dictator Jorge Ubico,; .’
when Juan Jose Arevalo, ‘con-
sidered the “first president ofi ¢ »
the revolution,”' "came to.“f.'.ﬁ
. power, : /o
He spoke in vague concepts | -
-such as “spirilual socialism,”, ..
which meant a kind of mysti-,

i

made reforms in education, im-! - ;"
troduced social security and: .
medical coverage for the . .
workers, encouraged industrial .
' development and started union-*
ization of workers, - S

There has never been an'y"; .
v

o

?cvidcnce that Arcvalo was a
; Communist, On the contrary,
+he attempted .to control the
‘Communists, What worried’
some ecritics, howcver, js that’
‘in- the last years of his presis.
,dcncy he became practically 2. ... .
prisoner of the army. His ad-’
ministration led to the far

Jacobo' ‘Arbenz Guzman,.

THE ARBENZ Yéars make
up ong of the most fascinating
chapters in recent Latin Ameri. |
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